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SP Records as a Substitutional Material during War: A Demonstrative Study of Thumbtacks

Abstract

AAY A

Genti Kimura

In Japan, mainly during the Asia-Pacific War, SP records were used as a substitutional material to make various daily

necessities. However, the actual circumstances of the manufacture are still unknown due to the lack of documents and real

objects. In particular, we can recognize a diversity of traditions regarding the kinds of SP records that were used, e.g., those

collected as waste items, those containing music of the enemy, or faulty records.

I have been collecting thumbtacks made of SP records in wartime for 20 years. This study aims to extract information

on the original SP records by analyzing fragments of record labels that remain on the thumbtacks. The results clearly

show that the thumbtacks were made of various SP records of different makers, ages, and genres of music. This is the first

demonstrative study suggesting the diversion from SP records collected as waste items to substitutional material for daily

necessities.
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